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New Members
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Bethany Templeton
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we are finalizing equipment and space needs for the 
current and future student population, and we are 
developing the curriculum with the first course pro-
jected to start August 2010. Much of 2010 will con-
sist of acquisition of equipment and set up of the 
studio. We would happily consider in-kind dona-
tions of roman types for the facility, and are current-
ly searching, for purchase, a proof press, type 
cabinets, cases and furniture cabinet and furniture. 

Frank Brannon

“Iowa” continued from page 1

phile and meat-packing executive T. Henry Foster, 
Coleman outfitted the facility. The original Hamil-
ton type cabinets stocked with cases of text typefaces 
in a full range of point sizes are still in the lab, as are 
cases of display types, which include treasures such 
as Weiss Initials, Albertus Titling, and Union Pearl. 
The existing printing presses, none of them part 
of the original equipment (which included a hand-
fed 10 x 15 inch Kluge), are three Vandercook proof 
presses (two SP-20s and a SP-15), and a Washington 
press donated by a Buxton, Iowa, newspaper in 1954. 
Coleman also compiled a library of over 350 books 
and printing exemplars for the lab. These have been 
held intact since the mid-1950s as the Typography 
Laboratory Collection within UI Libraries Special 
Collections.

In the 1947 UI general catalog Schramm’s re-
vamped journalism course offerings were intro-
duced with these words: “A student in journalism 
learns much by doing.” Coleman’s typography class 
was recommended to students interested in publ-
ication management or advertising careers, though 
a few years later it would become required of all jour-
nalism majors. The course topics were: “The develop-
ment of printing; principles of design; hallmarks of 
good printing; printing methods, machines, and 

materials; different typefaces and papers; lay-outs; 
how to order printing and estimate its cost; a survey 
of the best modern printing.”

In 1956 Coleman became head of the university 
printing department and Harry Duncan was hired 
as the lab’s second director. Duncan, an Iowa native 
who had been printing and publishing in Massachu-
setts since 1939, relocated his well-established 
Cummington Press to Iowa City. In addition to 
typography, Duncan taught magazine production 
and, in the early 1960s, he added two new courses: 
book design and production, and the history of 
books and printing. When Duncan left Iowa in 1972 
to develop a literary fine press at the University of 
Nebraska in Omaha, he chose a former student and 
proprietor of the Seamark Press, Kay Amert, as his 
successor. Amert added classes in graphic design and 
production, and in visual communication while pre-
siding over the lab during the rapid technology 
changes in design and printing. The lab was used 
infrequently after 1993, the year sjmc typography 
courses moved exclusively to computer labs, yet 
Amert always included visits as part of her classes. 
She was director of the lab until her retirement in 
2006, when she was named director emeritus. 

Exactly how the Typography Laboratory contents 
will be incorporated into the uicb facilities and cur-
riculum will be determined after a thorough inven-
tory and evaluation. What is certain is that UI 
journalism students will continue to have the oppor-
tunity on campus to learn about the now historic 
equipment and processes that named and formed 
their industry—the press. uicb instructors teach 
methods to students who have a variety of ends in 
mind, and introductory courses provide the chance 
for almost any UI student to enrich their digitally-
based education with a traditional hands-on, “learn 
by doing” experience.

Sara Sauers
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